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Uneven aged forest. This is the lead photo for our new website.      
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After 32 years in forestry, I still love what I do. Helping landowners meet their goals with their land is very satisfying, and I thank you all for that opportunity. We provide information, technical help, and on-the-ground forestry practices. 
Active forest management provides a wide array of ecological and social benefits. Passive management – leaving the forest alone to let ‘nature take its course’ – is a weak alterative. The crowded forest is full of unhealthy trees, major elements of species and structural diversity are lost as forests become overmature, and a wide range of benefits are foregone. Wood is the best raw material, from an environmental standpoint: renewable, recyclable, biodegradable, usually organically grown, and providing a host of ecological services like wildlife habitat, clean water and recreational opportunity during its life-cycle. We should be producing this material here, where we do it well, rather than importing wood from Siberia or Brazil. Through history, land has been owned by the government or the very wealthy. But the income from occasional harvest of trees allows ordinary Americans the extraordinary privilege of land ownership. What role do you play in this? 

A large part of our forestry service is planning and controlling your timber harvests, to achieve your goals, also acting as your agent in marketing forest products.  We also provide other services, including layout and construction of roads, bridges and trails.  We provide environmental compliance and expert witness services. We will continue to control invasive weeds, do pre-commercial thinning in immature stands, plant trees and re-mark boundaries. I hope that you will consider me as your information source for all aspects of your forestland.  Even, who to call for lumber or firewood.
We can calculate a timber basis for Capital Gains taxation, and assist with longer term planning than the normal ten-year plans. We deal with all aspects of Current Use, including some very complicated situations involving withdrawals, transfers, dividing among families, and properties across county boundaries. 

The new Silvicultural Guide to Northern Hardwoods has finally come into print. I was honored to work with Bill Leak and Mariko Yamasaki from the US Forest Service in Durham NH.  Bill was on the team for the original version in 1958, the lead author for first revision in 1967, and the familiar 1987 version, and is still going strong at 82 years. He brings a rare long-term perspective to silviculture.

The Plum Creek dispute with the State of Vermont involved details of interpreting their forest management plan, Current Use law, and particular harvest activity. I was selected as their expert forestry witness. We prevailed on all counts in Superior Court last year. The Sate has appealed to Supreme Court and we are expecting a decision this summer. Plum Creek is the largest private owner in Vermont, and possibly the country. The case has huge implications for enforcement on all Current Use properties.

Ben Vicere has worked for me for 9 years and has done a fine job.  He and his wife live in Springfield with 2 young children. He brings a degree in Forestry from Unity College in Maine, and a forestry license for New Hampshire. Nick Haskell has worked part-time and has a degree in Forestry from UNH. Our six kids are doing well, with Ben out of college and employed, Molly graduating this year, and Barnabas headed to his second year. Three more are home-schooling at the high-school level, and Sylvia graduates this year. 
I have not included a Market Report this year, as log prices have been fairly steady.  Hardwood logs and pulp have been strong this past year, especially early summer. Late winter has seen some softening as mills build up a good supply. Overall our projects have been comparable to past years, with slightly higher log production and higher pulp and chip harvest.  I’m proud of that ratio. We administered harvesting of well over ½ million dollars of stumpage on 34 timber sale projects with 16 different contractors. 

Matching the right contractor to your project is one key to success.  The size of the job, location, terrain, type of silviculture, species and product mix –especially the proportion of low-grade wood – are best matched to particular systems and often, individual contractors. We work with great guys and are proud to be associated with them.  

There are many reasons to harvest, including recovering income from your forest investment: 

*Reduce crowding to improve health and growth

*Change species composition

*Improve access with roads and trails

*Increase diversity of species and forest structure

*Increase the future value of the forest

*Create new growth for the future or wildlife food

*Improve wildlife habitat and nut production

*Maintain your “Current Use” status

We hope you find our newsletter and new website educational and entertaining.  

I am blessed to be a forester.  Forestry is a verb.  
Our New Website: www.robboholleranforester.org

For many years, folks have encouraged me to create a website. I have delayed for a number of reasons, mostly since I am a low-tech guy and our business grows by person-to-person contacts like referrals. You have responded well to the newsletter, since it goes into your hand, and reminds you of some issues of long-term stewardship.  As our library of articles grows, and the online world becomes the place for communication, we have taken the leap. So, rather than pack a few articles into this newsletter, I have shortened this to four pages and made available a whole list of resources online.

After the introductory “Home” and “About” pages, you can find some of my better articles in “Forestry 101” and “Forestry 201+”. Forestry 101 includes some important basics for all woodland owners: The Tree Cookie Story is foundational to understand how trees in forests survive and grow. Vermont’s Forest History looks at the long term changes in agriculture that give us the forests we have today. “The day I became a forester” is a personal essay on the beginning of my vision for forestry.

I have begun a series for “Sawmill and Woodlot Magazine”, and they do a great job with editing and formatting. I recommend this publication strongly, especially for the owners who work their land personally. Many of these articles are found in their .pdf format in Forestry 201+.  There is a Silviculture Series, with essays on even aged and uneven aged management techniques, and a wide range of other topics are covered, including biomass and habitat diversity. 

“It’s not all about the money” is a fascinating look at the balance of financial and other goals in land management, and understanding the costs involved with various choices. “Cutting beyond the growth rate” is a technical look at the condition of Vermont forests as they mature and mortality has increased dramatically.

I have a couple of Powerpoint presentations in the Gallery section, one on Forestry and one on Wildlife management, and hope to populate this with more pictures. We will add links to other important sources, including land tax information for Vermont and adjacent states where we work. So, the site is still under construction.

I was able to use it as envisioned recently. While discussing a management plan update with a client, we came to two basic options. I referred the landowner to these detailed articles in the silviculture series to make her choice. At your home, I can pull up pertinent articles and picture for our discussion. I hope to add more articles and links so that you can use this for your forest information source. 
Bulk-Tank forests:

I may have invented this term. Farming has been in decline in Vermont since the mid 1800’s. The poorest sheep pastures were abandoned first and grew back to trees which are now over 100 years old. Farming slid down the slopes over the last century to reside in the fertile valley bottoms and best side-hill sites today.  But the last big blow to agriculture was about 1960. 

When the government decided that milk had to be stored in a refrigerated bulk tank before being sold, thousands of small hill-farms gave it up. From 1950-1970, about ½ million acres were abandoned from pasture to grow back to trees. This new forest, dispersed throughout the state, gave us a mix of open land, young forest, and older woods; ideal for deer, grouse, and many other species. Vermont was a destination for hunting this habitat in the ‘60’s and ‘70’s. 

Today, these are 45-65 year old Bulk-Tank forests. They no longer provide the food and cover that wildlife need, and the trees are becoming merchantable and manageable. These are usually excellent soils for tree growth, but are commonly occupied by weeviled white pine, which are crooked, forked and unusable for lumber. Biomass chipping is a good option.
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Before and after view of weeviled white pine removal at Fielder’s woodlot in Reading Vermont. This released vigorous young hardwoods and will create new browse.
humor    yu' mah  (n) downeast.   Rural stories tendin' toward wicked funny.

My buddy Rick out-fishes me consistently. One time on the ice, I had nothing, he had four nice perch.  Then I had one, he had eleven. So I asked him, “Rick, how do you do it?” 

“Mmm, mmmmm mmumm” he replied. 

“We’re ten feet apart; why are you getting them?”

“Mmm, Muum mmm, mm”

“I can’t understand, what are you saying?”

He put his hand to his mouth and then said, “You’ve got to keep the worms warm.”

Two Vermont hunters flew into northern Quebec wilderness for a world-class moose hunt. They each managed to bag a trophy. At the end of their week, they loaded the plane for the return trip.  The pilot said the load was too heavy, they could only take one moose with the hunters and all their gear.   

         The hunters objected strongly. “Last year, we shot two, and the pilot let us take them both, with this same kind of airplane. Aren’t you as good as him?”

Not to be outdone, the pilot reluctantly agreed. The loaded plane, under full power, bounced along the lake and just barely made it off the water.  But he could not climb over the ridge, and the trees got closer and closer.

The crash was horrendous, with broken metal, fiberglass, moose and gear all around. Daryl and Duane climbed out of the wreckage and looked around.   “Where are we?”

“I think we made it a bit further than last year”.

  A lawyer went goose hunting near Lake Champlain. He shot and dropped a bird, but it fell into a farmer's field on the other side of a fence.
    As the lawyer climbed over the fence, an elderly farmer drove up on his tractor and asked him what he was doing. The litigator responded, "I shot a goose and it fell in this field, and now I'm going to retrieve it."
   The old farmer replied, "This is my property, and you are not coming over here. Get off my land."
   The indignant lawyer said, "I am one of the best trial lawyers in New York and, if you don't let me get that goose, I'll sue you and take everything you own."
   The old farmer smiled and said, "Apparently, you don't know how we settle disputes here. We settle small disagreements like this with the 'Three Kick Rule.'
   The lawyer asked, "What is the 'Three Kick Rule'?"
   The Farmer replied, "Well, because the dispute occurs on my land, I get to go first. I kick you three times and then you kick me three times and so on back and forth until someone gives up."
   The lawyer quickly decided that he could easily take the old codger. He agreed to abide by the local custom.
   The old farmer slowly climbed down from the tractor and hobbled up to the attorney. His first kick planted the toe of his heavy steel-toed work boot into the lawyer's knee and dropped him to the ground!
   Two more kicks sent the lawyer's last meal gushing from his gullet and landed him face-first into a fresh cow pie.
    Summoning every bit of his will and remaining strength the lawyer slowly managed to get to his feet. Wiping his face with the arm of his jacket, he said, "Okay, you old fart. Now it's my turn."
The old farmer smiled and said, "Nah, I give up. You can have the goose."
 
Calvin Coolidge:  
It appears that Calvin Coolidge Jr. could be as unassuming and terse as his father. He arrived at work at his job bundling tobacco leaves later in the same morning that his father had been sworn in as President. His employer said “Well, think of it. You are the son of the President of the United States.” 
“Yes, sir,” young Coolidge said. “Which barn do you want this tobacco put in?”    Apparently others thought since he was now the President's son that it would be the start of his having a silver spoon in his mouth. 

Later, the same day, one of his co-workers said “If my father were President, I wouldn't be working in a tobacco field.”  Calvin replied “If my father were your father, you would.”
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A recent study shows that women who carry a little extra weight live longer than the men who mention it. 
